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Mo ntc lair Third  Ward  Co uncilo r Se an Sp il le r ad d re sse s co nstitue nts
at his  June  2013 co mmunity me e ting

Spiller Spills the Details at Third Ward Meeting

Montclair Third Ward Councilor Sean Spiller conducted a community meeting f or ward constituents on June 27
in the library of  the Charles H. Bullock School, touching on many dif f erent issues f rom property assessments
to budget issues.

On the proposed master plan, the councilor
opened by explaining that the plan is designed to
set parameters f or the any growth that may occur,
and he urged residents to stay engaged as the
Planning Board prepares to sif t through all of  the
public comment it has received over the course of
three meetings.  On the issue of  tax assessments
and re-evaluations, Councilor Spiller said he
f avored a regularly scheduled time of  re-
evaluations, possibly every two or three years.

“You look at re-evaluation, it costs about
$300,000 f or the township to bring somebody in
to do something like that,” he said.  “When you do
re-evaluation, the number of  people appealing
their taxes drops massively, of  course.”

Councilor Spiller noted, with conf irmation f rom
First Ward Councilor William Hurlock (who also
attended), that there were $900,000 in appeals that were already out since the most recent assessment, and
that a f ixed interval of  assessments would translate into property values more in line with what they should be,
reducing appeals and thus reducing costs.  Township staf f , Councilor Spiller said, is looking to see what that
interval should be.

Attendees asked Councilor Spiller about numerous other issues, with redevelopment being a key concern,
especially with regard to the master plan.  Resident Deb Van Exel asked how building heights could be
contained without such a plan. The councilor replied that it depends on what the council and developers agree
on. A master plan, he said, would give a general guideline of  how tall a building can be, but the parameters f or
each project are based on what the council is comf ortable in allowing and what the mayor and council can
agree on with the developer.

“If  you have a master plan, certainly it helps where you can say, ‘Look, here’s kind of  what we all said what we
wanted to do and where we wanted to do it,’” he said.  “So it gives a much better guide as to general
specif ications as to what you’re looking f or.”  Councilor Hurlock added that whatever gets built depends on
what the council legislates through ordinances and resolutions, and nothing gets done without that process.

Resident Marcy Crimmins took the opportunity to weigh in on the already approved CentroVerde project, which
Montclair Acquisit ion Partners is expected to break ground on soon. She wanted assurances that af f ordable
housing would be available at CentroVerde and not relocated elsewhere.  Councilor Spiller explained that it was
the council that wanted the f lexibility to establish af f ordable housing elsewhere f or f uture developers, such as
the scenario of  allowing another developer more units in return f or the promise to provide af f ordable housing
in a dif f erent part of  town. He explained that there was an attempt at balancing the need f or af f ordable
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housing throughout Montclair and the obvious desire to place it in a brand new building but emphasized that
the af f ordable housing in the CentroVerde development  is still going f orward.

Other residents had questions about the Social Security Administration (SSA) building and the possibility of  a
senior cit izens’ center taking its place.  Councilor Spiller reiterated the f ederal government’s process in giving it
priority as a homelessness center bef ore putting it up f or sale, and he added that the council has been aiming
to help anti-homelessness groups in town while also trying to acquire the SSA building, which he said was a
“prime location” f or a senior cit izens’ center or something similarly suitable f or the downtown area.  He said
that while he didn’t f eel that the Social Security Building was an appropriate place f or a homelessness center,
he added that he was hopef ul that the property would go through the f ederal process.  “Af ter that,” he said,
“we have a shot at it.”

Quality-of - lif e issues were also of  some concern, with resident Kenyanna Bell asking f or details about the
police budget.  Councilor Spiller explained that f our of f icers’ posit ions were added to three previously vacant
ones, f or a net gain of  seven new of f icers to be hired.  He also pointed out that new cameras operating 24/7
will be added in areas where crime is a problem to help solve and maybe deter crimes, along with the township’s
renewed community policing init iative.   Adriana O’Toole, a local realtor, complained about the overf lowing
garbage bins in business districts on weekend mornings.  When Councilor Spiller said that Luther Flurry of  the
Montclair Business District was seeking to get businesses to work together to correct the situation, O’Toole
interjected by cit ing how hard it is to have Montclair businesses to work together at all.

“I was president of  the Chamber of  Commerce f or f our of  f ive years,” O’Toole said.  “It ’s almost impossible.” 
She said a new plan was needed to get businesses on the same page, and she was af raid that the new owners
of  the Wellmont Theatre would bring in more shows, which would mean more garbage.

“I live right by the Wellmont, so I know what you’re talking about,” Councilor Spiller said.  “But, you know, it is
that balance again–the Wellmont does bring a lot of  great business to the town and a lot of  energy.”  He called
attention to the new project manager’s posit ion authorized in the 2013 budget, which he said would help
handle complaints about garbage and similar issues and expedite resolution of  the problems.

Councilor Spiller, a teacher, also weighed in on education in talking to resident Maureen Edelson, in which he
expressed skepticism f or testing. “I never think that the answer is testing,” he said. “I don’t think you improve
somebody’s score by testing it.  I think you improve somebody’s score improving their conditions.”  He stressed
that it was necessary f or the township to look at providing more af ter-school tutoring programs or more pre-
kindergarten education, among other possible solutions, f or closing the achievement gaps that develop
between students in high school, particularly f or the many Montclair students living in poverty.

“I don’t really need another test to tell me that,” he said.
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