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Montclair council roundup: Food vendors to bid on spots near
high school

council roundup

The curbs surrounding Montclair High School have become a messy situation, according to Montclair Police Officer
Kim Nelson. As many as a half-dozen food trucks line nearby streets from as early as 6 a.m. and into the afternoon,
according to Nelson, obstructing visibility at corners and creating a situation in which some students congregate at
the trucks, opposed to heading to class.

To address the situation, the Montclair Township Council is
considering an ordinance amendment that would limit the
number of trucks able to park at the school. A subsequent
ordinance would further address food-truck protocol
township-wide.

As proposed during the council's agenda meeting this past
Tuesday, two spaces on Chestnut Street and another at
North Fullerton Avenue would be auctioned to the vendors
to limit the number of vehicles onsite. Vendors will also
only be able to stay from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., with 1 to 2 p.m.
serving as a cleanup time.

Vendors would be required to provide a garbage
receptacle. Current vendor licensing fees would be
included in the auction bid.

Township Manager Marc Dashield said that vendors took
part in shaping the parameters of the proposed amended
ordinance.

It is likely that two or more vendors may join to bid for a spot, Dashield said, and then rotate the use of it.

Nelson said that in addition to parking and road safety concerns, vendors have also become too friendly with or, in
one case, engaged in arguments with students. Dashield said that, from speaking with Montclair High School
Principal James Earle, there is a sentiment that food trucks should be banned except for the concern that, by banning
trucks, students will venture further off campus for lunch.

Second Ward Councilwoman Robin Schlager and 3rd Ward Councilman Sean Spiller posed questions as to why
Montclair would allow the trucks if Earle and Nelson questioned their presence. On the other hand, Councilman-at-
Large Rich McMahon said that it may make sense to add additional auctioned-off spots for food trucks to encourage
students to stay near the MHS campus.

Some details are still up for discussion. Permits were initially proposed for half the year, but some council members
suggested a full year may be appropriate. Schlager asked for vendors to lose their license after violating the
ordinance three times. Concerned about students' health, 4th Ward Councilwoman Renée Baskerville requested that
the township require nutritional information to be posted by vendors.
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Township Attorney Ira Karasick said that the state is unclear as to what sort of authority municipalities hold in that
respect and said that he'd look into it.

Focused on where displaced food trucks may venture, 1st Ward Councilman Bill Hurlock said that Upper Montclair
Village has already experienced issues with vendors not abiding by the existing municipal code and requested his
council colleagues to be aggressive in following up any school-specific changes with a township-wide ordinance.

Bagging Parking

Montclair Film Festival Chairman Bob Feinberg came before the council to request a meter holiday for the Friday and
Saturday of the Montclair Film Festival, May 2 and May 3.

The festival itself is scheduled to run from April 28 through May 4 this year, according to Feinberg.

Now in its third year, the festival has grown steadily, he said.

In its 2012 debut, the festival screened 45 films, sold 7,500 tickets and welcomed guests from 12 counties and 160
municipalities in New Jersey. Last year, the festival expanded to 75 films, selling 14,000 tickets and welcoming guests
from 14 New Jersey counties, 191 New Jersey municipalities as well as 259 outside communities from 17 states and
Canada and Puerto Rico.

This year, according to Feinberg, the festival intends to screen about 100 films.

Last year, the festival requested and was granted suspended parking fees at select lots. Feinberg said that the more
robust request stems from the fact that most Montclair meters have a two-hour limit and that, between waiting for the
movie to screen, the length of the movie, and the discussion after the screening, he didn't want to put guests in the
precarious situation of choosing between the screening and receiving a parking ticket.

Honoring the film festival's request would not be without cost. Dashield said that the Upper Montclair Business District
lot alone generates $900 per day in meter fees. Baskerville suggested that Montclair come up with some sort of
parking pass, to solve Feinberg's concerns while also not missing out on the financial benefits of the festival's
success.

While the township does not directly benefit financially from the festival, Dashield said that indirectly, the festival
introduces new customers to Montclair's restaurants and shops and creates opportunities for repeat customers.

Deputy Mayor Robert Russo said that the film festival is a positive for Montclair. As the township is without a Chamber
of Commerce or similar group, Schlager said, she applauded the festival's efforts and said that it deserved the
council's support.

Feinberg said that the film festival would be happy to provide the bags themselves, indicating a co-sponsorship with
the township, and the manpower to place bags on the meters.

Members of the council ended the conversation in favor of bagging the meters for 2014, with Mayor Robert Jackson
describing Baskerville's suggestion as a possibility for 2015.

Early Bird Special

Montclair's pool fees are about to go up a tick. To incentivize residents to sign up early this year, Montclair is offering
last year's rates until May 15, Parks & Cultural Affairs Director Pat Brechka told the council.

In 2014, pool fees are set to increase for youths from $55 to $60, for adults from $75 to $85, and for families from



$225 to $250, with the senior fee staying level at $25.

Brechka said that her office is typically inundated around Memorial Day with residents wanting to celebrate the
unofficial beginning of summer poolside. The early-bird discount, she said, would hopefully remind residents to sign
up earlier.

Baskerville opined that children should be able to swim for free to encourage exercise. As the township sold about
600 youth permits last year, such a move would cost about $30,000, Brechka and Dashield said.

Jackson observed that Montclair's pool rates are already far below those of neighboring municipalities.

Ready to bring on the heat

After two robberies during the course of a week, the council welcomed Montclair Police Chief David Sabagh to
discuss the current state of crime in Montclair.

While unable to provide many details, Sabagh said that neither robbery appear to be a random act and that he
expects one of the cases to be resolved relatively soon.

Overall, so far this year crime is down 36 percent the chief reported, describing the figure as a good head start, but
pointing out that crime typically rises when the weather warms up.

Schlager asked whether crime slowed up due to the brutal winter and how the Montclair Police Department is
preparing for a potential increase.

Sabagh said that crime does not necessarily stop during the winter, it simply moves indoors. Police have dealt with
incidents such as domestic issues, the chief said.

When the weather warms up, Sabagh said, he's ready to redeploy the department's Street Crimes Unit, which
typically combats gang- and narcotics-related crime.

So that the council remains abreast of the status of crime in Montclair, Jackson recommended that Sabagh, or
another representative from the Police Department, come in monthly to brief the council members during their
meetings.

Smoke Free

Frustrated with previous attempts to limit smoking in municipal parks and around public buildings, Baskerville pitched
an ordinance to her colleagues on Tuesday that would ban smoking in municipal parks and on the township property
surrounding the Municipal Building, Police Headquarters, the Public Works facility and the Water Bureau.

Baskerville said that she did not want to compromise her belief that Montclair's public areas should be completely
smokeless and was offering the proposed ordinance in hopes that at least three of her colleagues would agree.

McMahon, who worked with Baskerville and Russo on the Services Committee in developing a ordinance to limit
smoking, said that Baskerville's ordinance goes well beyond what the group had discussed. The councilman said that
he found the ordinance overly broad, difficult to enforce, and without an option for municipal employees who smoke.

Baskerville said that she agreed that the ordinance would be difficult to enforce but, if nothing else, she said that the
ordinance may be good for increasing awareness of smoking.

Spiller said that he felt as though Baskerville's ordinance may be easier to enforce than previous drafts that restricted



smoking in municipal parks only in the areas where children congregate.

Russo and Schlager said they were supportive of the measure.

A server of their own

Previewing next week's meeting, Dashield said that the township will look to introduce a bond ordinance to purchase
its own email server at a cost of $250,000.

As reported by The Times, the municipal government and Montclair School District share a joint email server. In
recent months, some issues have arisen with each entity expressing concern about the other governmental body's
ability to access its information.

The two entities have shared a joint server for about a decade, but maintained separate email spaces up until two
years ago when the municipal government's service phased out and it joined the district.

Before making any decision, Spiller requested that Director of Information Technology Joseph Fagliarone attend a
council meeting to discuss the township's technological inventory as well as explore cost-sharing with the district for
the server purchase.

Searching for where they stand

McMahon, who has requested that the township move forward with a new parking plan, requested that the township
audit its Parking Utility in the meantime so that the council may have a sense as to where the utility is making money
or losing money.

The audit would be an update to a similar audit the council conducted after taking over the Montclair Parking Authority
and creating the utility at the end of 2012.

Contract to be Awarded

Previewing next week's meeting, Karasick highlighted a resolution that the council will be asked to vote on to enter
into a contract with Hendricks Appraisal Company LLC for appraisal services and testimony for 2014 tax appeals.

Contact Andrew Segedin at segedin@northjersey.com
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