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Montclair council discusses two-hour versus four-hour parking
restrictions
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Just a week after agreeing to consider two-hour parking restrictions for Cambridge Road, the Montclair Township
Council was met by residents of Oxford Street during Tuesday's conference meeting to discuss potential
consequences.

Last year, Oxford Street residents petitioned to have two-hour parking restrictions on their street, according to the
residents. Upon being heard by the municipal Traffic and Parking Advisory Committee, the residents said that TPAC
determined that two-hour restrictions were not acceptable and four-hour restrictions were agreed upon.

The four-hour restrictions have helped reduce the parked vehicles on the street, residents said, with the exception of
the section near the intersection with Grove Street, where employees of nearby businesses park.

The residents voiced concerns that, by having four-hour parking in an area where adjacent streets have two-hour
parking, Oxford Street would receive a disproportionate amount of traffic.

Councilman-At-Large Rich McMahon, the council's liaison to TPAC, said that four-hour restrictions were placed on
Oxford Street and Cambridge Road, along with other streets, to prevent commuters from parking on streets while also
not being overly restrictive.
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Mayor Robert Jackson said that he, too, thought that the four-hour parking restrictions were addressing commuter
issues on the street, unaware that parking on the street by neighborhood employees was also an issue. The mayor
attributed employee parking in the neighborhood to the nearby Deron School.

In an effort to keep things even, McMahon suggested keeping Cambridge Road at four-hour parking, as TPAC
recommended, until the township's parking consultant evaluated the entirety of Montclair's parking regulations.

Jackson pointed out that Montclair has yet to even send out a Request For Proposal for a consultant, and countered
by suggesting that the streets be changed to two-hour parking until a consultant evaluates township parking. Fourth
Ward Councilwoman Renee Baskerville agreed with the mayor.

Later in the meeting, McMahon said that he felt as though the hard work and expertise of TPAC ought to be better
appreciated. Baskerville opined that, with its meetings held at 8 a.m., TPAC is an "unwelcoming" group.

Third Ward Councilman Sean Spiller asked McMahon whether he preferred a moratorium on resident-prompted
changes in parking until a consultant was brought on. McMahon said that he would.

First Ward Councilman Bill Hurlock said that he opposed a moratorium. Baskerville, 2nd Ward Councilwoman Robin
Schlager and Deputy Mayor Robert Russo agreed.

Acting Township Manager Tim Stafford reported that a draft request for proposal for a parking consultant is being
reviewed by TPAC.

$7,000 question

Resident Carol Schlein approached the council during public comment to discuss a billing issue.

When refinancing her home in 2013, Schlein said that both the mortgage company and title company paid the
property's 2013 fourth quarter taxes.

The double-payment went unnoticed by the township, according to Schlein, adding that she was in the process of
seeking a refund, but is not entitled to interest despite the township holding $7,000 of her money for more than a year.

Township Attorney Ira Karasick explained that, traditionally, refunds are not given in non-tax-appeal cases. Schlein
should have been credited for her double payment and been charged less on subsequent bills, Karasick said.

Though she will receive a refund, Schlein asked the council to look into Montclair's policy on keeping track of
residents' over-payments.

Charging interest

Coincidentally, later in the meeting, the Township Council set interest rates for delinquent taxes owed to the township.

Via resolution, the council set the interest rate for delinquencies up to $1,500 at 8 percent and delinquencies in excess
of $1,500 at 18 percent. Delinquencies in excess of $10,000 are now subject to an additional 6 percent interest,
according to the resolution.

Introducing a temporary budget

Through a resolution, the council introduced a 2015 temporary budget not to exceed 26.25 percent of the 2014
operating budget.

In the budget, appropriations shall not exceed $16,179,125.27 in the current fund, $1,369,252.50 in the water
operating fund, $1,230,672.19 in the Sewer Utility operating fund, and $581,427.04 in the Parking Utility fund.



And school taxes...

The council increased the deferred school tax for the Montclair School District from $48,754,849 to $49,750,446
through resolution.

Good cleanup

Stafford, during his report to the council, complimented the work of Community Services crews in clearing Montclair
roadways this past Monday and Tuesday.

Jackson concurred, though the mayor noted that he observed piles of snow pushed onto the streets, presumably by
private landscapers. During the next snowstorm, Jackson said that he would like to see a "blitz" conducted by the
Code Enforcement Office and the Montclair Police Department to ticket people pushing snow onto the street.

Dumping snow into yards

Citing a resident's concern, Baskerville asked whether the township could make it illegal by municipal code to dump
one's snow into a neighbor's yard. Karasick indicated that such a scenario would be a civil manner or, potentially,
criminal if it violated state trespassing laws.

No to the delisting

The council unanimously approved a resolution opposing the delisting of the Upper Montclair Train Station from the
state historic registry.
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